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From the Pastor’s Study…
Diane Roth is a Lutheran pastor in Texas. She tells a story about a friend of hers who,
though from Texas, apparently wasn’t familiar with the Spanish language. The friends
and her husband were traveling in Spain. They visited a number of cathedrals there,
sometimes while services were being held. Their guides had warned them to beware of
thieves, so she was holding her purse fairly close. She grew alarmed inside one church
when a woman approached her. Primed to expect the worst, the Spanish woman
approached the American visitor, stuck out her hand, and spoke some words she didn’t
know. She shrank away.
It wasn’t until afterwards that she realized what those words were: “La paz de Dios.”
The peace of God. She was sharing “the peace.” Or trying to, anyway…
I haven’t decided whether to use it or not, but soon after Easter one of our scripture
readings is the story of the disciple Thomas, who would not believe Jesus was back until
he touched him. It was Thomas that Jesus invited to place his finger in the wound Jesus
received from the guard at the crucifixion. Jesus was gone, and then he wasn’t.
But it’s not that reappearance I want to emphasize here. Notice that in this story (John
20:19-31), Jesus’ first words to Thomas are, “Peace be with you.” Why say that? Not,
“How ya doin’?” “What’s up, Thomas?” None of the usual greetings. Just, “Peace….”
How often have we all recoiled when somebody approached us, and our instincts took
over, the urge to protect and to preserve. The unfamiliar plays on our deepest fears, and
the past reminds us of what we hate.
Yet Jesus offers here, in four words, the antidote. “Peace” can mean a lot of things, like
the absence of conflict. But what he means with the words “Peace be with you” is
something more, something truly rare: peace as reconciliation. He means that
whatever may have separated us from each other in the past is no more.
That kind of peace is truly rare. I’m not a fan of the cross. I recall that it’s an
instrument of torture and execution, and that’s bad enough. I also know that today
people act as though if they talk about the cross enough, then everything for them will

be right with God, and they don’t have to do anything else to gain his approval and
“eternal life.” To me, it was a terrible thing then, and we make it still one now, simply
because we don’t really understand what it means.
But there is real meaning in what the cross signifies, in what it stands for . Because if it
signifies nothing else, peace crosses whatever barriers we have managed to set up for
ourselves. Boundaries, borders, languages, suspicions, hatreds—“Peace” crosses them
all.
In a world of old hatreds and new fears, what better message can there be? So, “La paz
de Dios.” “Peace be with you.”

Mickey
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Together in Christ,
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